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Synopsis

Language: The Social Mirror focuses on the ways language is used and how this use affects the
individual as well as society. Thoroughly revised, the fourth edition presents a modern study of
sociolinguistics through updated case studies and current research findings. Elaine Chaika gives a
detailed explanation of the complexity of language and its uses. She also explores some of the most

controversial issues surrounding social language including dialects, bilingualism, and gender.
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Customer Reviews

1. What is Language? The Complexity of Language. The Levels of Language. The Arbitrary Nature
of Language. Language and Thought. First-Language Acquisition. Notes. Exercises. 2. Field
Methods Recipes for Discovery. Sociolinguistics and Field Methods. Ethics. Notes. Exercises. 3.
Style of Speech Style as Communication. Greetings. Address Forms. Style and Interaction. The
Elements of Style. Marked and Unmarked Values in Style. Phonetic, Lexical and Syntactic
Alternants. Power and Solidarity. Universal Politeness. Negative and Positive Face. Notes.
Exercises. 4. Kinesics: The Silent Language Body Language. Proxemics. Eye Contact. Touching.
Amount of Talking. Body Motion in Concert. Problems in Research in Paralinguistics. Notes.
Exercises. 5. Pragmatics and Conversation Doing things with words. Speech Acts and Discourse
Routines. Frames. Speech Events and Genres. Intention. Conversation. The Ethnography of
Communication. Silence. Ritual Nature of Conversation. Jargons. Notes. Exercises. 6. Orality and
Literacy Verbal Skill. Literacy. The Uses of Spelling. Communicating by Computer. Verbal Play.

Speech Activities and Social Pressures. Ego-Boosting in Speech Activities. Notes. Exercises. 7.



Everybody Speaks a Dialect Language versus Dialect. Traditional regional Dialect Studies. The
Myth of the General American. Dialect Differences. Black Ethnic Speech. Development of an
American Standard. Notes. Exercises. 8. Bilingualism: Individual and Social Monolingualism and
bilingualism. Different Language, Different Mind? Language and Thought. Bilingualism Across
Generations. Official Languages. Notes. Exercises. 9. Speech Communities What Constitutes a
Speech Community. Different Dialects, Same Region. Network Theory. The Value of a
Sociolinguistic Survey. Diglossia. Language Choice and Social Bonding. The Origins of American
Dialects. Notes. Exercises. 10. Vocabulary and Gender Vocabulary as a Mirror of Social Realities.
Gender and Language. Language as Mirror. Notes. Exercises. 11. Sociolinguistics and the
Professions Applications of Sociolinguistics. Language and Medicine. Psychotherapy. Language
and the Law. Discourse Practices and Education. Dialects and Reading. Applications to Bilingual

Education. Language and Religion. Notes. Exercises.

Great price as compared to my college bookstore. Good quality.

This shares amazing insights on social dynamics. But, you do have to put the time into reading it to

get everything out of it!

Great book, fast shipping.

found this book fun to read as well as scholarly. What a tremendous amount of information it holds,
not just for linguistics professionals but for the common reader. You will find yourself saying, as you
read, so THAT'S what was happening in that conversation, discourse, give-and-take. If you're the
kind of person who usually avoids scholarly tomes, please try this one. You will be pleasantly
surprised as well as engaged. In addition, the next time you’re having a conversation with someone
who acts like they know it all about language and communication, YOU will be the expert just
remembering the author's examples. You'll love her account of animal communication. It both
dispels myths and amazes you with the kinds of communication that animals really do have. Of
course, human conversation is also treated here, and that is as revealing as the rest.Try this book.
You will not only learn something, you will enjoy doing so. By the way, if you read Ms. Chaika’s
previous version of this book, you will be thrilled that there’s a ton of new information. This book is a
total rewrite. In fact, | feel BOTH should be in any library because each offers something to the

study of language. This is not a minor tune up. This is a total re-write.Enjoy!



As a person who is fascinated by language and the nuances related to our communications - Dr.
Chaika’s book is a must-read. Her chapters on bilingualism are particularly relevant to today’s
debate on bilingual education and immigration. She makes an excellent argument as to why we do
need a common language to unify our country while stressing the idea that diversity is indeed not
only desirable but necessary. One of my favorite aspects of her book are the exercises that she
provides at the end of each chapter. As a former teacher, | can absolutely see this text being utilized

in any college setting with lots of exciting possibilities.

Contains a lot of interesting stuff, but packs too much in with too little supportive detail. Most of it is
sociolinguistic info I've read elsewhere, but here it is all in one place. Found it hard to read because
the chapters cover so much and are not broken up in a way that makes it easy to scan for

information.
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